Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it on the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 360
Call to Worship ??
We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in ... 
 




As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/ & L J Ch. Amen
 
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise: #152  “Come thou Almighty King”
For our Call to Confession:  Colossians 3:1-17  
I  Love how Paul argues his case here. He argues in a similar vein to what we will see in Phil. 2. If you have been raised with Christ… Seek Christ in life – and what does that look like? And Paul summarizes the Law of God for you to show you what obedience and worship in life looks like! 


You and I seek many things… but often what we seek is not Christ – because our lives don’t look like this! And such reminders point us once again to our need for Christ. We need Him to live for us. We need Him to pay our debt for us. We need Him to secure the victory over sin, Satan and Death itself! And when you rest/trust in Christ– you receive all those things! Therefore, when you find that you have failed to seek the Lord – you can nonetheless have joy in Christ, knowing that you are forgiven, perfect and righteous in God’s sight by faith! 



And that gives boldness to be open and honest about your failures Because there is no condemnation for those of us who are in Christ Jesus our Lord! Therefore, let’s confess our sin in a song of Confession: Ps.51 B vs.1-4 
And Now we come to our time of Congregational prayer …
God is a good to us and has blessed us so richly... so let us  respond to His grace, by generously giving to support God’s kingdom work through His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #276
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:27-2:11

Sermon Title:
“Since, Not If”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #468
“Have thine own Way Lord” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#523 
Morning Sermon: “There IS… Not If!”





Philippians #10
Text:  Philippian 2:1-11

Reading:   Colossians 3:1-17
Introduction:
My sister Reba was always the family clown. She was the funniest out of us all with a natural sense of humour, and a contagious laugh. She was also funny because she would occasionally do something silly without thinking about it and she could still laugh at herself.
 One of my favorite stories which illustrates her humour and humility, was when she had lost her sunglasses. They were her favorites, and she was upset that one of us had potentially taken them or hidden them. I remember hearing her look for them more than I do seeing her look for them. She was calling out, “Has anyone seen my glasses?!” And then she would call one of us by name and ask again, “Martha, Sarah, did you take them… do you have them?” This went on for some time before the rest of us were drawn into helping her look for her glasses. And then it happened. I don’t remember which one it was… but one of us noticed that right up there on top of Reba’s head… were her glasses. She often had her hair in a pony tail with a headband or ribbon, and with brown glasses on brown hair, she and the rest of us hadn’t noticed them. All that time, she was walking around WEARING the very thing she was looking for & needed! I remember her very humbly laughing it off & making jokes about at least she wasn’t wearing them on her face all that time! She wasn’t crushed or defensive about her mistake… although a little embarrassed! She simply recognized the folly and humour of it and laughed with us! It was lovely!


Now, I tell you that story, in part because my sister was rather humble, and we are coming to the topic of humility in the broad passage of chapter 2. But I also tell you this, because it is very easy for us as Christians to completely ignore some of the things which we have been given in Christ. You have been given and actually have certain promises, comforts and helps which you carry around with you each and every day of your Christian life!

And yet, we often act as if we don’t have them. Like looking for glasses that are on your head … we as Christians often act proud, selfish and divisive when the attitude and ability to be humble, unified and gracious was given to us by God. Paul encourages the Philippians in this chapter by telling them to USE the very things that they were given in Christ!
 You already have it, so use it!
We will see what It is as we look at vs.1-2 this morning.  

(Review) Last time, we completed our study of chapter 1, by narrowing in on vs.21. We spent several sermons on vs.12-30 so that we could explore every aspect of that idea: To Live is Christ and to Die is GAIN! And we saw that this is only ever true, by faith in Christ! Only by turning from your sin to put your faith in Jesus as your substitute and Savior can you come to know the joy and optimism of trusting God! Only then, by faith, can death be viewed as a Gain – for it is the entry into the foyer of eternity… The beginning of your eternal reward! 

Faith in Christ transforms everything: from life to death! Including some things which we seldom think about! God has given you so much in salvation – that transforms your life. IF you would only remember them, and USE those gifts to God’s Glory! As we look at the text, we will learn one central theme along these lines: 

God’s gifts to you in Christ lead to unity, selfless love, and humble service!
  We will explore vs.1-4 under 2 sermons with this same theme: vs.1-2 this morning, and vs.2-4 next time.

We will divide our time this morning into 2 headings:
I. The Power of “Therefore” and “IF” 

II. The 4 Gifts you have in Christ  
(Although most of our time will be in the 2nd point.)
Let’s begin with:

I. The Power of “Therefore” and “IF”      
(REPEAT)
The first two words of this new chapter are very powerful – even if they are often ignored!
I love that old phrase, “When you see a Therefore, you have to ask: What is it there for?” Every “therefore” is intended to point you back to what has come just before! Paul’s argument in chapter 2 builds on the exhortation which he began to give back in chapter 1 vs.27! Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ… Paul gets slightly distracted with other things in vs.28-30, but in vs.1 of chapter 2, Paul returns to the point at hand. Therefore, If there are these 4 things, Then MAKE my Joy complete through living lives that are worthy of the Gospel – and He describes that way of Life!

Once we get up to vs.12-14 and onwards we will have to reach back into chapter 1 often to establish the foundation for what Paul is saying! It is useful to remember that the New Testament was not written with verses and chapter breaks. Much of the OT appears to have specific divisions and breaks already built in – especially the psalms… But the NT versification was done much later to help with translation and study. Therefore, Paul’s arguments often flow across chapters – so we need to be careful not to miss out on important connections! 









What I find especially interesting is that the first 4 verses are actually all 1 long sentence in the original Grk!

So “Therefore” points us back to chapter 1, which brings us to the word “If”.
The Word IF can call something into question, OR it can emphasize the fact of something’s existence
Those of you who are new to English might struggle with the power of that, but the word “IF” is so vital to understanding vs.1 that we have to talk about it. I looked up “IF” in a English Learner’s dictionary, and there are 12 different ways to interpret and use this word! 
Most often, “If” is a word of contingency or possibility. For example: If you have enough money, Then you can come to the store with me. (If this, then that).
But the force of Paul’s words here is NOT to call these 4 things into question. Instead, Paul is doing something else with this word. He is using “If” to give emphasis to his question. For example: when someone says, “This is so easy, that If you are breathing, then you can do it.” The IF introduces the clause which is obviously true of everyone here… like: “If you can hear me, you can follow these instructions.” In both cases, the “If” Stresses the truth of my statement!
Paul is saying this in a way to make something really obvious to the Philippians… IF these traits exist in Christ – then THIS is how you should live = vs.2-4!

All the commentaries are quick to explain how the rest of the NT clearly teaches that there is NO uncertainty about the existence of any of these things. And the Philippians would have known that. Therefore, the force of this verse is very powerful. You see, this letter would have been read out in the Church when it arrived from Paul. And as each of those phrases of verse 1 were read out, the Philippians should have been reacting: “If there is Encouragement in Christ?! “If” Paul? Of course there is…” “IF there is any consolation of Love? Really Paul, Of Course there is… “ And this would have built with each phrase, until they were set up for the power of vs.2 and following! 

Since you have these 4 basic things, therefore, you must follow through to live out unity, selfless love, and humble service for others to the glory of God! We will explore vs.2-4 more next time, but for now, let’s take some time now to look at these 4 gifts. Or better yet, these 4 foundations to Christian love, unity and obedience! 
That brings us to our Second point:

II. The 4 Gifts you have in Christ        (REPEAT)
a. The first Gift is Encouragement in Christ 

The word translated Encouragement can be translated a number of ways, but a good place to see what Paul probably means is 2 Corinthians 1. Please turn there with me… READ vs.2-7





The exact same word is used in both texts, and Paul uses this word 6x with 4 versions of the related verb! Paul’s point here is very clear: Your God is the Father of all mercies and the God of all comfort/encouragement.
And while you will face sufferings and affliction in this life – God will always be at work to encourage, console and comfort you who are in Christ. I love vs.5 – READ
The call to be disciples of Christ is the call to die to yourself, and to follow Christ. To Live and Serve Christ even as Christ lived and died for you! And even though that brings suffering & pain – there is also abundant comfort. 
AS a bit of a sidenote… Did you know that the very things in the Christian faith which you don’t want to do – are probably the very things which would comfort and encourage you the most in the faith?! When you don’t believe that being honest, confessing your sin, changing habits, prayer, or Church will be worth the effort then you miss out! There is this ironic twist in the sinner’s heart – where you often ignore what would benefit you most? You don’t obey. You don’t submit. You don’t change… because you know it will hurt. But with pain, God gives abundant comfort!

And Paul here is essentially asking the Philippians – IS THERE ANY Encouragement/Comfort in Christ?! Of COURSE THERE IS! Yes, there is pain, and suffering. But there is also abundant comfort and encouragement as well – for we have been saved from an eternity of sin and death. We have been made forever right with God – completely thru the life, death and resurrection of Christ. 
To know that is to know ETERNAL Comfort! That is your only comfort in life and in death – that you belong to Christ by faith! According to 2 Corinthians 1, there is ABUNDANT Comfort in Christ! And as Paul points out there in vs.4 – that Comfort which God gives you is intended to spread THROUGH you to others who need it as well! God’s gracious encouragement to you must be shared with others – which is what Paul goes on to explain in Phil. 2 vs.2-4!
That brings us to our second gift:

b. If there is any Consolation of Love
 Now, that word Consolation is VERY similar to the word for Encouragement and comfort in the first phrase. Except this second word – Consolation – refers more to the way we speak encouraging words to someone else. So, the Question is this: Is there any comfort shared through love? And on the most basic level, we have to say yes! 

If I say that I love my wife, then I will console her and comfort her and encourage her with my words! Husbands – Love demands that you love your wife with your words! 
And yet, I don’t believe that Paul is directly speaking to you and me in this question. HE isn’t asking if there is consolation in our love… Rather, I think he is focused on God the Father here! Look at these phrases. 
Encouragement in Christ, Consolation from Love, and Fellowship of the Spirit… This looks like Paul is focusing on how there is comfort and blessings for us in salvation from each member of the Godhead! 

In 2 Corinthians 13:14, Paul gives that blessing: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Do you see the parallel?!  Here Paul says: Encouragement in Christ, consolation from LOVE and Fellowship in the Spirit. God is Love! Your Heavenly Father is Love and He definitely communicates that love to us in Christ, and in His Word (and in sending His Spirit to work in your hearts as well!). 

The Whole Trinity blesses you in the Gospel! This Consolation from Love SURELY exists for the Believer!
Which brings us to our THIRD gift:

a. If there is any Fellowship in the Spirit 

As I have just argued, I believe this is a reference to the Holy Spirit. Do you realize what you have been given through faith in Christ? God promised to give and has given you the Holy Spirit to live within you – if you are a believer. 

That means the Living & True God is at work in your thoughts, conscience and emotions! You have the Living God at work to help you in prayer, and guide you in reading the Word. The Spirit applies the sermon to you when you listen and as you go home! The Spirit convicts you and prompts you to obey and serve God by loving others! 
Those impulses to do the right thing – to love others, to be kind, to put God first… THOSE THINGS DO NOT COME FROM YOUR SINFUL MIND Alone! They are the encouragements that you receive from God through your Fellowship with the Spirit of God!

There is so much awesome Spirit-of-God empowered resource and strength made available to you in Christ – which you probably ignore! Not always… but often. Me too! AND I CAN PROVE THAT TO YOU… Because just look around. Few if Any of you are “Geeking out” or are excited about the fact that SINNERS LIKE YOU AND ME HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD!!


The Spirit of GOD is at work in you right now in this sermon! And you can’t stay awake! The Spirit of God helps you in Prayer – but you can’t be bothered to try. The Spirit of God opens up and gives understanding of the Word of God – but you don’t open the book as much as you should! If at all! 


And despite all that – if you are a true believer – you will still have fellowship with the Spirit tomorrow, and the next day, because the God of all Love has made you righteous thru faith in Christ! And you are saved by His perfection, NOT your pathetic performance! Isn’t God Awesome?!
At this point, I think Paul was probably getting excited and he throws out a couple of final things:
a. If there is any Affection and Compassion…

There is some debate amongst the commentaries about whether these are things experienced from God, or through the Church… But I don’t think we have to choose between the two options. It can be both! 

You see: Paul has already used the word Affection in chapter 1:8 to refer to how Paul longed for the Philippians with the Affection of Christ Jesus. It is the Affection and Compassion which we receive from God in Christ… but which we share with others.
Have you ever had a tender moment with a fellow Christian, as they showed genuine love & concern for you or your family?! Then you have experienced this affection & compassion From God thru His people!
Paul’s argument is that if you have received or experienced ANY of these to ANY degree… then you must also be of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in Spirit, intent on one purpose! VS.3-4
We will explore those things more fully next time…
Conclusion:
But in Other Words… Paul is saying: If you have received so much from Christ – PUT THOSE GLORIOUS GIFTS INTO PRACTICE through pursuing Unity, Selfless Love, and humble service! 

Take time this week to consider what your life looks like when it comes to those traits! Would Paul be happy with this congregation… IS God happy with your unity and service?

But with that, we have to say No and Yes… For No, we often fail in sin. But if you have put your faith in Jesus Christ for salvation – then in Christ, you are perfected and accepted as righteous in God’s sight! At the end of every day, you have to admit that you are unprofitable servants, but righteous and perfected by Christ nonetheless! For you are recipients of the Encouragement, consolation, love, fellowship, affection and compassion of our God!  




And in Christ, God will ALWAYS be pleased with you! AMEN.
